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Background 
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What does Countdown monitor? 

• Progress in coverage for critical interventions across 
reproductive, maternal, newborn & child health 
continuum of care 
 

• Health Systems and Policies – important context for 
assessing coverage gains 
 

• Financial flows to reproductive, maternal, newborn and 
child health 
 

• Equity in intervention coverage 

Range of data on the profile  



Countdown to 2015 Report. 2012. 

Demographics CSO- 26.5 M, 

WB 35 M 



Variable coverage along the continuum of care  
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Maternal and newborn health 

It Should 

be MICS? 



 
 
 

Maternal and newborn health 

It Should 

be MICS? 



Countdown to 2015 Report. 2012. 

Other maternal and newborn health indicators 

?? Information 

Missing 



 
 

Child health 

?? 

PENTA 



Child health 



 
 

Child health 



 
 

Child health 

SMART Surveys? 

NNS 2013!! 



 
 

Child health 

WE HAVE THE DATA NOW 
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Water and sanitation 
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MNCH policies 

• NO - Maternity protection in accordance with Convention 183 

• NO - Specific notifications of maternal deaths  

• YES - Midwifery personnel authorized to administer core set 
of life saving interventions  

• YES - International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk 
Substitutes 

• *  - Postnatal home visits in first week of life  

• YES - Community treatment of pneumonia with antibiotics 

• YES - Low osmolarity ORS and zinc for diarrhoea management  

• *  - Rotavirus vaccine 

• * - Pneumococcal vaccine 
 

* Policy information not available 



• Costed  (?? Budgeted) national implementation plans for 
MNCH: Yes (Do we agree?) 

• Density of doctors, nurses and midwives (per 10,000 
population:   7.1 (2009) 

• National availability of EmOC services:  -- 
(% of recommended minimum) 

• Per capita total expenditure on health (Int$):  $44 (2010) 

• Government spending on health:   2% (2010)                        
(as % of total govt spending) 

• Out-of-pocket spending on health:   83% (2010) 
(as % of total health spending) 

• Official development assistance to child health per child 
(US$):   $28 (2009) 

• Official development assistance to maternal and newborn 
health per live birth (US$):   $63 (2009) 

Systems and financing for MNCH 



Equity 

There is no equity 
information available 
for Afghanistan. 

Not True….. 

 

We Have Some Data now.. 
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55,5 
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Inequity in Immunization Coverage 



Disparities in other indicators 



 

EPI Coverage Estimates from Routine NRV, MICS 
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Trends in Antenatal Care from a 
Medically Skilled Provider 

Percent of last 
live births 



Nature of Collaboration 

National Working Group Led by MoPH 
  

• Central Statistical Organization (CSO),  
• Afghanistan National Public Health Institute 

(ANPHI),  
• Dept. of HFD and Policy Planning (MoPH)  

 

In collaboration with   
• Global Count Down Group and AKU (Co-chaired by 

Prof. Z A Bhutta/Mickey Chopra) with support form 
JHSPH, CHERG, Imperial College London, UNU 
 

Secretariat-  PPDM Office / UNICEF  ACO 



Major Events and Process 

• Activity 1: Coordinate the convening of a Child Survival Countdown Working 
Group (CSCDWG) to bring together key stakeholders (CSO, ANPHI & MoPH, UN 
agencies)  
 

• Activity 2: Undertake an in-depth review of national and regional /provincial 
commitments to improve reproductive, maternal, newborn, and child health 
and nutrition activities in Afghanistan and trends over the last decade 
 

• Activity 3: Produce a detailed, customized Afghanistan Country Profile and 
detailed situation analysis at sub-national level, using data from the national 
surveys 
 

• Activity 4: Share the preliminary findings from Data Analysis from the data sets 
and get endorsement of the working group and consult with wider group to 
understand how and why things happened or do not happen.  
 

• Activity 5: Garner resources and support for a high level national Countdown 
meeting in fall 2013 with full participation from provincial governments, 
national academia, civic society organizations, multilateral and bilateral agencies 
and political parties 

 



Composition of National Working Group 

• Dr. Ahmed Jaan Nayeem, PPDM, MoPH- (Chairman) 

• Mr. Ghaffoori, President General, CSO 

• Dr. Abdul Qadeer, DG Policy Planning, MoPH 

• Dr. Noormal, DG ANPHI, MoPH 

• Dr. Mashal Mohammed Taufiq, DG PM, MoPH 

• Dr. Ahmed Salehi, Director HeFD, MoPH 

• Dr. Sadia F Ayubi, Director Reproductive Health 

• Dr. Sarwar Hemati, Director, GCMU 

• Representatives from Professional Bodies (Paeds Society / Gyn/Obs Soc) 

• Representatives from Civil Society / NGOs (Save the Children) 

• UN Representative, (UNICEF / WHO / UNFPA) 

• Donor Representatives (USAID/ DFID/ CIDA/ EU/ WB) 

• Dr. SM Moazzem Hossain, Chief of Health & Nutrition, UNICEF ACO 
(Member Secretary) 

• Prof. Zulfiqar Bhutta, AKU and Co-Chair, Global Count Down Group) 



Data Sources that will be considered: 

• MICS data from 2000, 2003 and 2010,  
 

• NRVA data from 2007/8, 2012 
 

• National Nutrition Survey 2004 & 2013 (planned),  
 

• Afghan Mortality Survey 2010,  
 

• Afghan Health Survey done in 2006, 2010 
 

• Reproductive Age Mortality Survey done in 2006 and 2012,  
 

• SMART surveys done in 2011 & 12,  
 

• EPI CES 2013 (Planned) 
 

• Nutrition Surveys (SMART) in Emergency Situation 
 

• HMIS data (as back date possible) 



Time Line 

• Initiation of work and planning : February – March 2013  

 

• Obtain the data sets-   April – May 2013 

 

• Establish trends and determinants analysis:  May  – July 2013 

 

• National and Regional Consultations :  July  -  Aug  2013 

 

• Drafting Report / Finalizing and Printing :  Sept – Oct 2013  

 

• Planned National Countdown Meeting:   Nov  2013 /Feb 2014  

 



Thank you! 


